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8.0 Traffic & Transportation 

8.1 Introduction 

The purpose of this Chapter is three-fold. Firstly, this Chapter discusses the proposed alterations to 
the permitted development and describes how these changes have no additional impact on traffic as 
considered in the previous EIS. Secondly, this Chapter will consider the conditions imposed by An 
Bord Pleanála (ABP) relating to traffic, the impact the alterations may have on these conditions and 
the progress made by the Port of Cork Company (POCC) in complying with these conditions. Finally, 
this Chapter presents the impact significance of the alterations on traffic.  
 

8.2 Proposed Phasing of Development 

Phasing for the proposed alterations will be in accordance with the permitted development except that 
Phase 1 will now be implemented in two separate phases, Phase 1a and Phase 1b. Phases 2 and 3 
remain unchanged. The combined traffic impact of Phases 1a & 1b is that of Phase 1 from the 
permitted development. 
 
The proposed new phasing of the permitted development will be as follows: 
 

 Phase 1a: Initial stage of development at Ringaskiddy East to accommodate movement of 
container activities from Tivoli. 

 Phase 1b: Further phase of development at Ringaskiddy East which will be implemented 
when trade volumes require the provision of additional quay space and associated container 
storage 

• Phase 2: Ringaskiddy West  - unchanged from the permitted development  
• Phase 3: Ringaskiddy East comprising additional quay wall and other works (to cater for 

RoRo). It should be noted that Phase 3 will not become operational until after the M28 and 
Dunkettle road upgrade schemes are completed.  

 

8.3 Update on Strategic Road Infrastructure 

M28 Cork Ringaskiddy Motorway Scheme 

Cork County Council (CCC), in partnership with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), are currently 
preparing a statutory Road Scheme for the upgrade of c. 12.5km of the N28 National Primary Route 
from its junction with the N40 South Ring Road at Bloomfield to the Port at Ringaskiddy. The 
upgrading of the N28 to motorway standard is of national significance and has been identified recently 
in the Government’s “Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021” plan. 
 
The N28 corridor itself is part of the Trans‐European Transport Network (Core TEN‐T Network) 
accessing the Tier 1 Port at Ringaskiddy. This requires that the Port is served by a high quality road 
(either a motorway or express road), designed and built for motor traffic. 
 
Currently CCC are preparing a statutory Road Scheme and associated Environmental Impact 
Statement and anticipate being in a position to submit these to An Bord Pleanala (ABP) for approval at 
the end of the first quarter of 2017. 
 

8.4 Proposed Alterations 

The proposed alterations to the permitted development are as follows: 
 

Change to Landside Container handling 

The originally proposed Rubber Tyre Gantry Cranes (RTG’s) and associated truck/trailers will be 
replaced with a handling system that will initially comprise a Straddle Carrier (SC) operation with 
subsequent the introduction of two Rail Mounted Gantry Cranes as trade volumes dictate.  Straddle 
carrier operations will provide capacity for a throughput of 240,000 TEU after which the introduction of 
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two RMG’s will increase capacity to 330,000 TEU. This is in line with the throughput described in the 
assessment of the permitted development.  
 
The proposed alterations make provision for the introduction of a RoRo ramp in the latter stages of the 
permitted development.  In accordance with Condition 4 for the permitted development this will not be 
made operational until such times as the M28 and Dunkettle road upgrade schemes are completed.   
 
The alterations include the re-location of the previously proposed maintenance building, office, and car 
parking area from inside the container storage area and the construction of a new office and 
maintenance building and car park near the entrance to the passenger terminal.  
 

Main Quayside Works 

The alterations to the quay comprise a minor modification to the shape of the southern end of Berth 1.  
This is intended to facilitate a phased implementation of the RoRo linkspan and to maximise mooring 
of vessels in the interim.   
 

Additional dolphins and removal of existing 

The alterations include the removal of two existing mooring dolphins at the existing ferry terminal to 
facilitate the use of the full length of the quay wall for berthing in the initial stages of the development.  
Three new mooring dolphins are proposed to be constructed to replace those removed from the ferry 
terminal. The material arising from the removal of the dolphins will be transported from site by road 
and is included in the revised construction traffic profile in Figure 8.1. 
 

Additional dredging 

To allow the full length of the berth to be utilised for mooring of vessels the dredge pocket for Berth 1 
at Ringaskiddy East is proposed to be extended to the South along the full length of the quay wall.  
Approximately 15,000m3 of additional material will be generated. All additional material from this 
dredging will be disposed of at sea or re-used in the works.  

 

Internal layout changes at entrance and interchange areas 

The layout of the entrance and interchange area to the terminal has been amended to accommodate 
the proposed Straddle Carrier/RMG operating system, to allow efficient vehicle management and 
queuing, and to facilitate the introduction of a Gate and Terminal Operating system that will enable the 
implementation of the Mobility Management Plan.   

 

Changes to the onsite accommodation 

The proposed alteration to the onsite maintenance, office and customs buildings will not result in an 
increase in the traffic.   
 
Overall all the proposed alterations presented above have no traffic impact above the permitted 
development. 
 

8.5 An Bord Pleanála’s Conditions Relating to Traffic  

ABP’s decision to grant permission for the Ringaskiddy Port Redevelopment came with a number of 
conditions relating to traffic and transportation. These conditions, Ref DPA0035, are as follows:  
 

Condition 4 

Phase 3 of the proposed development (link-span bridge and berth to accommodate roll-on/roll-off 
freight traffic) shall not become operational until such time as the M28 and Dunkettle road upgrade 
schemes are completed. 
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Impact of Alterations: The proposed alterations to the permitted development do not change the 
requirements of this condition. Phase 3 of the permitted development will not be operational until such 
a time as the M28 and Dunkettle road upgrade schemes are completed. 
 

Condition 5 

Details of the operation of the proposed “Ringaskiddy Mobility Management Plan” (RMMP) (as 
outlined in section 8.7 of the environmental impact statement, and further described in submissions to 
the oral hearing) shall be agreed in writing with the planning authority at least six months prior to the 
coming into operation of the development.  The agreement shall include details in relation to: 
 

(a) Management system to be employed. 
(b) Monitoring arrangements to be employed, which shall enable direct remote access by 

the planning authority to port traffic information. 
(c) Reporting arrangements (including making information available to the public). 
(d) Review arrangements, whereby the agreement can be revised periodically. 

 
All freight vehicles using the port facilities at Ringaskiddy shall be included in the vehicle booking 
system, (VBS) that forms part of the RMMP.  The ‘Do Minimum’ traffic levels (referenced in section 
8.7.1.1 of the environmental impact statement) shall be determined by reference to updated traffic 
surveys prior to commencement of operations.  All costs associated with implementing the agreement 
shall be borne by the developer. 
 
Impact of Alterations: The proposed alterations to the permitted development do not change the 
requirements of this condition. The overall throughput of the terminal for LoLo, general cargo and 
RoRo will not be altered due to the change in handling mechanisms. There will, therefore, be no 
change to the volume of traffic entering or exiting the terminal from that of the permitted development.  
 
PoCC have, to date, delivered on some of the requirements of Condition 5. One of the requirements is 
the delivery of an automated gate operating system into their container Terminal at Tivoli docks. The 
gate operating system will be the nucleus of the vehicle booking system (VBS).  The gate operating 
system is now fully operational with 100% of hauliers, operating out of Tivoli, now using the system. 
The VBS will be a key component of the Ringaskiddy Mobility Management Plan to support the 
management of the discharge of Port related HGV traffic onto the strategic road network over the 
whole day. 
 
Access from the local road network to the revised office and maintenance building on site will not 
change from that proposed in the permitted development and will therefore have no impact on the 
distribution of traffic.  

 

Condition 6 

Prior to commencement of development, final detailed design for the new port entrance, at the junction 
of the regional road R613 with the N28, shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning 
authority.  This shall include the details of pedestrian facilities. 
 
Impact of Alterations: The proposed alterations to the permitted development do not change the 
requirements of this condition. The proposed alterations are for internal links only and will not impact 
on the junction with the R613. 
 
The detailed design of the new port entrance is in the process of being agreed with the planning 
authority. 
 

Condition 7 

The existing port entrance, adjacent to the junction of the L-2545 and the Loughbeg Road, shall not be 
used by Port related HGV traffic. 
 
Impact of Alterations: The proposed alterations to the permitted development do not change the 
requirements of this condition. 
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Condition 10 

The construction of the development shall be managed in accordance with a Construction 
Management Plan, which shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior 
to commencement of development.  This plan shall provide details of intended construction practice 
for the development, including: 
 

(a) Location of the site and materials compound(s). 
(b) Location of areas for construction site offices and staff facilities. 
(c) Details of site security fencing and hoardings. 
(d) Details of on-site car parking facilities for site workers during the course of 

construction. 
(e) Details of the timing and routing of construction traffic to and from the construction site 

and associated directional signage, to include proposals to facilitate the delivery of 
abnormal loads to the site. 

(f) Measures to obviate queuing of construction traffic on the adjoining road network. 
(g) Measures to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other debris on the 

public road network. 
(h) Proposals for the suppression of on-site noise. 
(i) Proposals for the suppression of dust on site. 
(j) Proposals for the suppression of vibration (associated with rock breaking, blasting or 

piling). 
(k) Proposals to minimise light pollution during construction. 
(l) Proposals to minimise odours. 

 
Impact of Alterations: The alterations to the permitted development will result in a revised construction 
traffic profile. The assessment of impact is provided below in section 8.6. The traffic impact of the 
revised construction traffic numbers is significantly less than that of the permitted development.   
 
It should be noted that PoCC, following meetings with Cork County Council have agreed the 
Construction Traffic Management Plan Principles with Cork County Council with regard to the 
management and monitoring of construction related traffic generated by the permitted development 
which is in line with the requirements set out in Condition 10.   
 

8.6 Assessment of Impact Significance 

The following section assesses the potential impacts on traffic and transport for the construction and 
operational phases of the proposed alterations to the permitted development. Typically impacts 
occurring during the construction phase of a development result in short term exposure.   

 

8.6.1 Construction Impacts 

A construction year of 2017 is the assumed year of construction. As outlined above, as a requirement 
of Condition 10, Port of Cork and Cork County Council are in the process of agreeing the principles of 
the Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP). This is based on the construction traffic levels as 
indicated in Figure 8.1 below.  The CTMP principles include: 

 Restrictions to construction traffic operation during peak times 
 Monitoring of compliance 
 Reporting and reviewing procedures 
 Production of Construction Traffic Management Plan 

 
To represent a worst case scenario, Figure 8.1, indicates all construction traffic occurring in one phase 
for ease of comparison to the previously assumed permitted development construction traffic levels. 
The construction traffic levels presented in Figure 8.1 include the proposed alterations which will be 
developed in two phases, Phase 1a and Phase 1b.  
 
The estimated monthly maximum construction generated traffic flow is 2,960. Based on this, it is 
estimated that there will be a peak of 16.8 HGVs per hour (within an 8-hour working day) within the 24 
months of construction.  
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The cumulative traffic volumes do not result in any changes to the predicted impacts in the EIS for the 
permitted development. The proposed dredging and disposal to a licensed dump site, as part of the 
permitted Ringaskiddy Port Redevelopment and the proposed alterations, has no impact on traffic. 
Further the proposed alterations and the permitted Development and other permitted and proposed 
projects are already considered and assessed in the Traffic and Transportation Chapter of the EIS.   
 

8.9 Residual Impacts 

The residual impact by the proposed alterations in terms of traffic and transportation are considered 
negligible.  
 


