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1. INTRODUCTION
According to the Irish Trails Strategy 2007 a trail can be a corridor, route or pathway, generally
land or water based, primarily intended for recreational purposes, including walking, hiking, cycling,
canoeing and horse-riding. It will have strong linkages with natural environments and local heritage
and may be located in rural or urban environments. Trails typically have a distinguishing and suitable
surface or pathway and are usually well marked.
Priority is given to walking and cycling trails in this policy. For ease of exposition, the term trails
in this document will refer to walking and cycling trails. While it is accepted that trails may also be
required for motorised recreation, this policy is focused on non-motorised trails. Consideration of
water-based trails (i.e. Blueways) is provided in this policy due to growing interest and developments
in this area.
Trails provide benefits for different groups
of people:
• For local people trails offer opportunities
for outdoor physical activity, promoting
physical fitness, mental health and
wellbeing as well as providing more
sustainable options of travel and
commuting.
• For rural communities, trails provide
opportunities to develop new and
innovative rural tourism initiatives
that can contribute to the economic
sustainability of rural Ireland.
• For tourists, walking and cycling are
1. Hillwalking in the Ballyhoura Area
very important niche products, extending the tourist season and increasing regional and rural
spending.
• Moreover, trails provide a place for all these groups of people to socialise and interact.
This policy concentrates on utilising the existing trails in County Cork and promoting and facilitating
the highest sustainable level of usage of these trails among domestic users and tourists. This policy
is strongly focused on maximising the economic benefits of existing trails and establishing Cork
as an attractive trails destination. According to the Irish Trails Strategy 2007, businesses such as
bed & breakfast establishments, hostels, pubs, restaurants, tour-guiding companies, self-catering
establishment’s, retail outlets, farm based activities and cycle-hire businesses have been developed
around trails and this leads to an increase in employment in the local area.
Eight recommendations are provided in this policy document. However the central message is
that maximising the economic benefits of trails for tourism requires a cooperative and collaborative
approach from all stakeholders. The cooperation of all stakeholders and the sharing of information
to assist in the promotion of trails in conjunction with local community groups are paramount. This
will also assist in providing services commensurate with the trail experience which is critical in
meeting visitor expectations.
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2. POLICY AIMS
The aim of this policy is to make Cork an attractive destination for trails to be enjoyed by residents
and domestic and international visitors, whilst maximising the economic benefit to the county.
Through the promotion of trails, this policy aims to support rural regeneration, economic development and tourism in a sustainable manner. Cork County Council will consult with adjoining Local
Authorities and will work in cooperation with Cork City Council on any issues of mutual benefit.

2. National Waymarked Way Signage

This policy supports the linking of trails
with existing attractions e.g. Cork’s natural
and built heritage attractions, historic
and commemorative sites. Therefore the
focus is not on the creation of additional
trails but rather achieving the greatest
economic benefit from the utilisation
of existing routes. A key question is
how to start integrating trails with other
attractions and points of interest we
have, for example, our food industry,
accommodation and visitor attractions.
In this way we can start focusing on the
experience around walking and cycling
and how that is created.

Maximising the economic benefits of
trails tourism requires all actors in the
arena to work co-operatively and in
collaboration. To this end a workshop of
key stakeholders was held on the 29th of
May 2015 in County Hall. A wide variety
of stakeholders (see Appendix A) were
invited to attend and participate in a
roundtable discussion of the issues.
It was agreed at this meeting that the
group will be involved in the development
of this policy for trails and that their input
is vital to the success of such a policy.
It was also agreed that the group could 3. Hillwalkers resting along the Sheep’s Head Way
assist in the monitoring of the policy in the future. It is proposed that this group will collaborate in a
County Wide Partnership Approach and will provide a structure to develop and monitor this policy.
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3. A COUNTY WIDE PARTNERSHIP APPROACH
The workshop held on the 29th May 2015 identified members of this Partnership and has already
drawn them together. This Partnership approach can help to avoid duplication of effort and can
foster a shared responsibility of the problems being experienced in relation to the development and
promotion of our trails. It was identified that every trail needs a sustainable management structure
and plan to ensure trail management and maintenance. Resources for trail management, maintenance, signage, monitoring, education, training and marketing are required if we are to achieve the
aims of this policy.

4. Cycling in Kinsale

Due to the number of different organisations that have a role or responsibility
for trails it is essential that a coordinated
approach is taken to addressing these issues. It is therefore considered that the establishment of a County Wide Partnership
Group for trails will provide the basis of
clarifying a coordinated approach towards
these issues and for providing agreement
on actions required. The co-operation of all
stakeholders and the sharing of information to assist in the development and maintenance of trails in conjunction with local
community groups will be paramount.

Recommendation 1
Establish a County Wide Partnership Group for trails which will provide the basis of clarifying a
coordinated approach towards issues and for providing advice on actions required. This will be
comprised of a diversity of stakeholders and technical specialists.
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4. A COUNTY TRAILS COORDINATOR
The potential identified in this document for trails can only be realised if it is coordinated and driven
by a ‘champion’. Some of the recommendations arising from the workshop like a County Trails
Register or coordination of a County Wide Partnership Group would require a resource commitment.
For these reasons the business case for the establishment of a County Trails Coordinator role
should be considered. Currently there is a Greenways Project Officer in Cork County Council but
the role of the County Trails Coordinator would concern the exploitation of existing trails assets.
This approach would achieve economies of scale in areas such as branding, promotion and
marketing. The County Trails Coordinator would be essential in implementing this policy document
and working with local community and all stakeholders.

Recommendation 2
Establish the need, potential role and responsibilities and a business case for the creation of a
County Trails Coordinator in order to coordinate the implementation of the policies identified
within this document.
Other Local Authorities, like Mayo County Council, identified this need for coordination. Arising
from the development of Mayo’s first Walking Strategy & Strategic Action Plan in 2007, a need
was identified with regards to the coordination of walking development activities within the county.
Therefore Mayo County Council commenced the process of recruiting a Walking Development
Officer. This process involved an internal competition within Mayo County Council. The process
was assisted by a steering group comprised of representatives of Fáilte Ireland, Local Development
Companies, Rural Social Scheme (RSS) Supervisors, Mayo Sports Partnership and the executive
and elected members of Mayo County Council. This group oversees the implementation of a
practical work programme. The main functions of the development officer are the development,
promotion and marketing of walking trails within Mayo. This example could assist Cork County
Council in establishing the need, potential role, responsibilities and a business case for the creation
of a County Trails Coordinator.
The role and responsibilities of the Trails
Coordinator will include inter alia:
• Develop and manage working relationships with local
communities, the National Trails Office, Rural Recreation
Officers, Local Development Companies, relevant
stakeholder groups and support agencies.
• Facilitate the County Wide Partnership Group for Trails.
• Populate and maintain the County Trails Register.
• Identify and address gaps in trails promotion and
infrastructure (including signage).
• Identify key funding sources and make funding
applications for trails and supporting infrastructure.
• Manage promotional events, such as a “Cork Trails
Month”
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Harness the existing experience of some communities
in establishing and maintaining trails
Build on community capacity to deliver high quality
trails.
Audit and inspect existing trails in order to ensure good
standards are achieved
Implement and oversee a branding and marketing
strategy for trails in Cork.
Map and present trails online to the public in a user
friendly manner.
Provide periodic reviews of the implementation of the
Trails for Tourism policy.
Work proactively with the Greenways Office in Cork
County Council.
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5. REALISING THE POTENTIAL OF WALKING &
CYCLING TRAILS IN CORK
The National Trails Office (NTO) maintains a schedule with details of trails in Cork through their
website www.irishtrails.ie. This is a comprehensive list of trails available within Cork and provides
details such as trails quality1, length, grade2 and estimated time to complete a trail. However details
such as accommodation available in the area, places to eat, cafes, places of interest (e.g. historic
sites/monuments, commemorative sites etc) are not provided. This policy document aims to ensure
that Cork’s existing trails realise their potential therefore facilities need to be identified which visitors
could use. Thus Cork County Council proposes to broaden the assessment criteria to include:
5 additional items:
1. Places to stay
2. Ancillary facilities (toilets, car park and
bike rental for cycling routes)
3. Places to eat
4. Settlements on or in close proximity to
the trail
5. Visitor attractions (to include any local
places of interest)
The inclusion of these items will assist
in providing information on the overall
experience that can be enjoyed and will
provide added value to the trail. These
5. Walkers enjoying a trail in County Cork
visitor attractions, leisure and ancillary facilities are the elements which add to the experience of
using trails and which make them attractive to use and visit. Settlements on or in close proximity3 to
the trail will be identified as these offer services for users. This will help create a link between potential
economic gains and the availability of the trail. It is important that the economic maximisation of
trails is accompanied by a positive environmental focus such as the promotion of ‘Leave no Trace’
and supporting the establishment of Mountain Meitheals.
One of the recommendations of the workshop held on the 29th May 2015 was to establish and
maintain a County Trails Register. This should be kept up to date and trails that are not registered
with the NTO should be examined. While the NTO’s website provides the basis of this register,
additional information such as the 5 additional items highlighted could be included. It would also
provide a commitment to the implementation of this trails policy. However the maintenance of a
County Trails Register would raise a resource issue which needs to be considered by Cork County
Council prior to any commitment.
1
Trails listed on Irishtrails.ie have been assessed against the Management Standards for Recreational Trails in Ireland. Standards
have been set for information, waymarking and signage, trail surface quality, vegetation, litter control and trail furniture.
2
Grading Levels for Walking Trails: multi access, easy, moderate, hard, strenuous, very difficult
Grading levels for Road-Based Cycling Trails: easy, moderate, advanced
3
Settlements in ‘close proximity’ would have to be decided on a case by case basis but it can be generally defined as settlement within
500 metres (average time circa 8 minutes) of a walking trail and 2 kilometre (average time circa 10 minutes) of a cycling trail. Note: average
time was calculated using journey searches under www.mixyourmode.ie.
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6. A walking group on the Sheep’s Head Way

Recommendation 3
It is the Councils objective to liaise with the National Trails Office to develop a County Trails
Register.

Recommendation 4
It is the Councils objective to standardise and provide information on facilities and activities in
order to create an overall experience that can be enjoyed as part of doing a trail and which will
provide added value to the trail. The potential for generating dynamic itineraries for day trips
will also be examined.

7. Kayakers passing the Old Head of Kinsale
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6. BRANDING AND MARKETING OF TRAILS
One of the recurring points made during the workshop was the way trails are being promoted in
Cork. It is considered that Cork is not efficiently promoting the trails already in place. Numerous
websites which promote walking and cycling trails are available however a single website that
promotes walking and cycling for the entire County was one of the key recommendations from the
workshop. It was agreed that a ‘one stop shop’ for the promotion of trails would be a positive step
towards providing a concise and coherent message in promoting Cork’s trails.
This could be accommodated in a number of different ways: the creation of one single webpage
which can be hosted on the various websites currently available, avail of an existing website that
covers the Cork region (e.g. www.cork.ie and www.visitcorkcounty.com) or create a single website
for the county listing all routes and trails.
Another consideration is providing extra functionality for existing Cork County Council online
platforms like www.mixyourmode.ie. This would offer an opportunity to develop and expand an
existing online platform available to the Council. It would also provide added value to the investment
already made by the Council. This journey planner could also assist people to plan their trip to the
walking or cycling route by using public transportation, cycling or by electric vehicle.
The most effective forms of disseminating
information was queried and discussed
during the workshop. The group accepted
that there had been a migration to the use
of online platforms. This is especially the
case regarding enticing tourists to visit
Ireland. However, printed materials, such
as maps and brochures, are important
to visitors when they arrive in an area.
It was suggested that this policy should
include objectives regarding literature
and marketing.
The development of a Cork Trails Brand, 8. Kayakers in Castletownshend, West Cork
e.g. Rebel County Trails, could assist in
promoting Cork trails in a coordinated manner. It would also consolidate and simplify the message
conveyed to tourists and would provide a unified brand to which all agencies could work towards
and promote. This could be one of the offerings that could be provided on one platform as it would
be straightforward to market and easier for potential visitors to carry out research and plan their
activities. Any county trails brand should become an umbrella for all of the current existing local
brands and it is important that individual brands such as Ring of Cork, Fuchsia, Ballyhoura, etc., are
enhanced rather than replaced as part of this process.
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The accessibility of the coast and its numerous offerings including its maritime heritage and culture is
undoubtedly Cork’s primary strength in the tourism marketplace. The combined offering of walking,
cycling and the development of Blueways in Cork can deliver the experience of coastal scenery
as well as access to the sea, distinctive coastal towns and villages and a range of water based
activities. Development of watersports experiences, building on the existing enterprises engaged
in sailing clubs, dive schools, kayaking and other water-based activity operators represents a good
potential for boosting tourism to Cork.
Recommendation 5
Identify the most appropriate and effective methods for the promotion and marketing of trails
in Cork. Consideration will be given to the identification of a combined online presence and
accompanying printed literature. The Council will support the development of a Cork Trails
Brand which will assist in promoting trails in Cork in a coordinated manner.
The workshop highlighted the positive position that Cork offers regarding cycling tourism. It is
possible for visitors to sample the nightlife and culture of Cork City whilst still being a 15 to 20 minute
cycle from the countryside. This accessibility was described by stakeholders as a key strength
which should be highlighted in any marketing or promotion material.

9. Hiking in the Ballyhoura area
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The workshop also identified other areas of
strength which the promotion of cycling and
walking can be developed around:
• Landscape Diversity / Culture
• Existing Long Distance Routes
• Cork Harbour
• Forestry - Nature Reserves - Heritage Sites
Attendees of the workshop recognised that
support from the local community is essential
in the promotion of trails. Developing a walking
friendly environment for example can lead to
greater social interaction, increased perceptions
of safety and has the potential to increase
economic activity in the local area4.
In this regard it was suggested that a ‘Cork
Trails Month’ could be a way of promoting
and encouraging local people to use trails. An
opportunity may exist to link up with Charity
walks and cycles that are organised throughout
the County.

10. Hillwalkers enjoying trail facilities in County Cork

Recommendation 6
Encourage and promote local people to utilise and engage in trails in Cork.

4
“Making the case for investment in the Walking Environment: A Review of the Evidence” - University of the West of England, Bristol and
Cavill Associates
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7. TRAIL ACCESSIBILITY
It is important that Cork County Council endeavours to make trails accessible to all sections of
society. All National Trails Office routes have been graded to outline their difficulty to potential
users. However whilst many walking and cycling trails will, by their nature, be difficult to traverse
for families with young children or people with limited mobility, it is important that the Council
identifies trails that can be classified as “Family Friendly” or “Multi-Access”. In practice, this will
mean identifying those trails that have suitable gradients, surfaces and ancillary facilities that could
be packaged as family friendly routes. This package of routes could then be incorporated into the
overall marketing of the County’s trails going forward, providing a welcome addition to the existing
offering in long distance walking trails, cycling trails and blueways.
In addition, such trails may foster a greater interest in walking and cycling amongst young children
and hopefully instil an interest in the outdoors from a young age. It will also support existing
wellbeing initiatives such as the HSE-led Slí na Sláinte routes and community walking groups.
Case Study – Lake District National Park “Miles without Stiles” initiative5
This initiative in the Lake District National Park, Cumbria aims to provide walking routes that have enhanced levels
of accessibility for walkers. There are 42 routes across the National Park suitable for people with limited mobility,
wheelchair users, families with pushchairs, dog walkers with less active dogs and the visually impaired.
Grading is based on gradients and surface conditions. The two grade types are “For Many” and “For Some”.
Information for all the Miles without Stiles routes are available to purchase as removable A5-sized sheets in a
cardboard ring binder that includes a plastic wallet for protection from the rain.
For many
This grade means a trail is suitable for assisted wheelchair users and those with more robust, all-terrain type buggies.
Existing gradients will be no more than 1:10, although newly built gradients can be up to 1:8. The path surface will be
rougher stone of 4 cm diameter or less.
For some
This grade means that gradients are not limited, but slopes greater than 1:8 will have improved surfacing or
handrails. There may be some low steps or breaks in the surface up to 10 cm in height. Stone surface material may
also be up to 10 cm in diameter.
Strong and confident wheelchair users and helpers may find routes ‘for some’ within their abilities.
There are similar “Miles without Stiles” programmes in other English regions, such as the Cotswolds and Yorkshire
Dales.
Lake District National Park
http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/thingstodo/walking/mileswithoutstiles
Escape to the Cotswolds
http://www.escapetothecotswolds.org.uk/walking/downloadable-walks/mileswithoutstiles/
Yorkshire Dales
http://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/visit-the-dales/things-to-see-and-do/get-outdoors-dales/walking/miles-without-stiles
5

Miles without Stiles - http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/thingstodo/walking/mileswithoutstiles
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Child-centric Trails
Working with local development companies (LDC’s) and communities, Cork County Council could
assist with the identification of trails that possess attributes that are of particular interest to children.
As with family friendly trails, these trails would have suitable gradients and would generally be
shorter in length, have good shelter from the elements and possess more tactile surfaces.
Recommendation 7
It is the Council’s objective to work with Local Development Companies and communities to
identify existing trails and develop them under the following categories:
A. “Family friendly” multi-access trails
B. Trails that are suitable for development as “Child-Centric” exploration trails
Consideration will also be given to the possibility of packaging both categories as trail products
for domestic and foreign visitors, as part of an overall Cork trails brand.

The key difference with child-centric trails and
other multi-access trails is the availability of
interpretive content that is aimed at capturing
a child’s interest and encouraging self directed
exploration of trails and the surrounding
environment. This could be achieved through
the installation of interpretive panels containing
children’s characters and easy to navigate
information on local flora and fauna; history and
geography. The development of child-friendly
printed material such as map books – with the
inclusion of QR codes for integration with online
platforms – and the development of an overall
narrative that will capture children’s imagination
could also be coordinated at a countywide level.
These trails would encourage children and their
guardians to get out and interact with the natural
environment. Self-directed interpretive trails
would encourage children to take the lead on
walks – thereby building confidence and creating
the building blocks for a life-long interest in the
outdoors.
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11. Council developed walking trail in Ballincollig Regional Park
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8. FLAGSHIP TRAILS WITHIN THE COUNTY
It is proposed to consider piloting the actions arising from this policy on 7 different trails. These trails
provide a geographical spread and offer different user experiences. It is considered that working
on these pilot routes will provide practical experience of how actions within this policy document
can be implemented and will establish a template that can be applied to other trails in the County.
The 7 suggested pilots are:
I.
Sheep’s Head Way (www.thesheepsheadway.ie)
II.
Carrigaline/Crosshaven (Slí Na Slainte walking trail)
III.
A section of the Blackwater Way (http://www.avondhublackwater.com/walking-trails/)
IV.
Clonakilty Area Cycling experience (http://www.clonbike.com/)
V.
Ballincollig Gunpowder Trails (http://www.corkcoco.ie/co/pdf/828779554.pdf)
VI.
Ballyhoura Mountain Bikes Trails (http://visitballyhoura.com/index.php/mountain-biking/)
VII. Sli Gaeltacht Mhuscraí (http://www.sligaeltachtmuscrai.com/)
The purpose of these pilots would be to provide flagship trails to attract visitors to Cork for the
purpose of walking and cycling. The pilots chosen are spread throughout the county and offer
diverse experiences to the visitor. The aim of the pilots will be to:
• Identify key strengths for the trail and incorporate these into any marketing strategy or promotion
material.
• Standardise and provide information on facilities and activities in order to create an overall
experience that can be enjoyed as part of doing the trail. The potential for generating dynamic
itineraries for day trips should also be examined.
• Agree a sustainable management structure and plan to ensure trail management, signage and
maintenance if required. This should include monitoring, education, training and marketing of
the trail.
• Evaluate the tourism and economic potential of the trail. The potential economic spin-offs for
nearby settlements should be examined and opportunities should be identified.
• Establish goals, targets and performance indicators for the trail. This will assist in monitoring the
success or otherwise of the trail.
According to the presentation provided by Fáilte Ireland during the workshop, the new tourism
model is motivation-based i.e. looking at why people take holidays and what they want to feel both
during and after. Fáilte Ireland also stated that we must match our best market prospects with what
we have on the ground. For Cork this would include national tourism initiatives like Wild Atlantic
Way and Ireland’s Ancient East. It could also include initiatives such as Munster Vales.
The Wild Atlantic Way is Ireland’s first long-distance touring route, stretching along the Atlantic
coast from Donegal to West Cork. The overall aim of the project is to develop a route that will
achieve greater visibility for the west coast of Ireland in overseas tourist market. To offer visitors a
motivation to visit the East of our country, Fáilte Ireland have developed an umbrella destination
called Ireland’s Ancient East.
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This new branding will ensure that the area is presented in a cohesive and unified manner. The 7
pilots could be identified as attractions to be experienced within the Wild Atlantic Way / Ireland’s
Ancient East. The flagship trails key strengths for marketing could be identified and incorporated
into any marketing strategy or promotion material for trails in Cork.
Recommendation 8
Carry out a pilot on identified trails within Cork in order to provide practical experience of how the
actions arising from this policy can be implemented and to establish a template and exemplar
that can be applied to other trails in the County. The key strengths for the pilot trails will be
identified and incorporate these into any marketing strategy or promotional material.

12. Signage for the Beara Way near Allihies, West Cork
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9. POLICY FRAMEWORK & CONCLUSION
Local Policy
There is a strong focus on Walking & Cycling in the current Cork County Development Plan. The
main recommendations can be found within the chapters pertaining to Tourism (Chapter 8) and
Transport & Mobility (Chapter 10). With regards to Tourism, the plan states that “While there
are some examples of successful walking trails in West Cork, such as the “Sheep’s Head Way”,
Ballyhoura Mountains and the “Munster Way” in North Cork, there is a need to identify more
dedicated cycle and walking routes across the county. The development of cycle and walking
tourism presents a particular opportunity to bring the economic benefits of tourism to the rural
areas of Ireland. Cyclists and walkers enjoy the outdoor rural environment; they stay longer in an
area and benefit local accommodation providers.”
With regards to walking, the Transport & Mobility Chapter
states that “Local Area Plans may make provision for
significant new investment in walking routes where there
are viable proposals in particular locality. However, in
many locations, it is the existing footpath network that
will evolve in response to the opportunities presented
by communities or developers and these links must be
protected”.
Similarly for cycling the report states that “An aspiration
of this plan is that towns, villages, rural and other urban
areas, through the adaptation of existing roads and paths
will become bicycle friendly and that cycling will be a
normal way to get about, especially for short trips. Next
to walking, cycling will be a popular means of getting to
school”.
The Cork County Development Plan 2014 – 2019 contains
the following objectives with regards to Walking & Cycling:

13. Cork County Development Plan 2014

County Development Plan Objective
TO 7-1: Walking / Cycling and Greenways
Promote the development of walking and cycling routes throughout the County as an activity for
both international visitors and local tourists in a manner that is compatible with nature conservation
and other environmental policies.
TM 2-1: Walking
a) Encourage and facilitate a safe walking route network and a culture of walking where possible
and practical.
b) Preserve, protect and where possible enhance existing walking routes particularly those providing
access to key transport and community infrastructure such as bus stops, rail stations, schools,
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shops, work places, town and village centres
c) Ensure that all development should be accessible and permeable on foot and that the walking
experience should be as safe and pleasant as possible and set within an overall coherent network.
The Design Manual for Urban Roads & Streets (DMURS) is a useful guidance tool.
d) Local Area Plans will play an important role in implementing Walking Strategies.
TM 2-2: Cycling
a) Encourage and facilitate a safe walking and cycling route network and a culture of walking and
particularly cycling in the county, as a viable alternative travel choice. Local Area Plans will set out
Active Travel Strategies (cycling and walking) for individual towns and their hinterlands.
b) Improve the streetscape environment for pedestrians, cyclists and those with special mobility
needs while seeking to provide facilities which enhance safety and convenience. The Design
Manual for Urban Roads & Streets (DMURS) is a useful guidance tool.
c) Ensure that development in urban areas, towns and villages is well located, permeable and
prioritises walking, cycling and access to public transport and other important amenities. The Design
Manual for Urban Roads & Streets (DMURS) is a useful guidance tool.
d) Promote the development of an integrated and coherent local and countywide cycle network to
form part of the wider National Cycle Network. Routes will be promoted which generally seek to
avoid or minimise impacts on the environment and on EU designated sites.
National Policy
The key national policies at present are:
• National Trails Strategy (2007) – Irish Sports Council
• National Countryside Recreation Strategy (2006) – Comhairle na Tuaithe
• National Cycling Policy Framework (2009) – Department of Transport,Tourism & Sport
During the lifetime of this policy, new guidelines and policies will be published at a national level
that will inform the development of trails in Cork. It is envisaged that a new National Trails Strategy
will be published in the coming year and this is likely to inform trail development for the next ten to
twelve years. To this end, Cork County Council may review this policy document in order to ensure
that it is consistent with relevant documents produced at the national level.
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